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SILENT BALKANS

A documentary based on the first photographs and films from the Balkans
on the occasion of the 100t anniversary of the Balkan Wars
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SLENT BALKANS

a documentary by Andreas Apostolides

The Film

“Silent Balkans” is based on the first photographs and films of the Balkans.

The film explores the lives of ordinary people in the midst of the dramatic changes
that transformed the Balkans at the turn of the 19th Century: it attempts to explain
how the ethnic and religious co-existence of different peoples during the Ottoman
Empire ended with the rise of nationalism and armed conflict after almost four
centuries.

“Silent Balkans” includes rare archive footage from across Europe and the Balkans,
and interviews with Mark Mazower (Columbia University), Christina Koulouri (Panteion
University, Athens), Halil Berktay (Sabanci University, Istanbul), Irena Stefoska (St. Cyril
and Methodius University, Skopje), Machiel Kiel, Radina Vucetic (University of
Belgrade), Frasher Demaj (Institute of History, Prishtina), Alexei Kalionski (University of
Sofia), Dimitris Livanios (Aristotle University of Thessaloniki) and director Fotos
Lambrinos.

The 26’ documentary is screened in the exhibition venues of ‘A Balkan Tale’ and
distributed to schools to help teachers enliven classroom teaching, prepare their
school’s visit or develop further student interest.
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| ESSON PLAN

Estimated time needed
1 to 4 school hours

Classes
Year 6 of Primary School, Secondary School, High School

Modules / Subject Areas

History, Environmental Education (Primary School)
History, Local History (Secondary School)

History, Project (High School)

Module goals

Students should (depending on the educational level):

Discover a new dimension of Ottoman history in the Balkans

Understand the historical changes that took place during the transition from the
multi-ethnic Ottoman Empire to the new nation-states of the Balkans

Understand historical terms such as nationalism and irredentism

Understand the use of collective memory (the conservation and destruction of
monuments, the celebration of national holidays for a particular purpose)

Be able to study and explain multimodal texts and different historical sources
Be able to exchange views and present their arguments
Realise that there are different approaches to the same historical event

CYCLE A: Images & Reality
Students should

Become familiarized with the use of visual sources in historical research (film and
photographic archives)

Realise that these sources are not “neutral” but reflect the
photographer’s/cinematographer’s point of view

Learn how to study and use these visual sources and become familiarized with the
use of photographic and film archive by the mass media (visual and media literacy).

CYCLE B: Life before and after the Balkan Wars
Students should

Understand the causes and results of the Balkan Wars

Realise that during the 19" and at the beginning of the 20" century, despite various
problems, peaceful co-existence rather than conflict, predominated among diverse
ethnic and religious groups.

Understand how radically everyday life was changed by the Balkan Wars
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Material / Necessary equipment

CYCLE A
- television or audio projector connected to a DVD player for the film screening in the
classroom
- Student Handout A, including texts and exercises (one copy/photocopy for each
student)

CYCLEB
- computer with Internet access at home and in the classroom

- Student Handout B, including maps and exercises (one copy/photocopy for each
student)

Method
Classes are organized into two cycles with different aims:

e (ycle A aims at encouraging critical historical thought through the use of diverse
historical sources

e (ycle B focuses on the actual content of teaching and on empathy, so that students
can understand the transitional era of the Balkan Wars

The teacher can choose one of the two cycles or reverse their order and start from Cycle B.
The initial planning, if the teacher opts for both cycles, is to screen the film during Cycle A and
to research the website during Cycle B.

However, the teacher can also take initiative and combine the film screening with the website
or re-plan the cycles entirely.

In any case, Cycle B, if it does not include the film screening, can be implemented as a team
project at home and then discussed in the classroom.

The time needed by the teacher depends on the planning he/she chooses, on the class
composition, the students’ interests and level and can consist of 1 to 4 teaching hours in
total.

CYCLE A: Images and Reality — 1 TEACHING HOUR (indicative time)
1. Film screening in the classroom (26)
2. Reading of Source 1 or Source 2 (3')
3. Students fill in Handout A (6')
4. C(lassroom discussion. Comparing answers (10’)

CYCLE B: Life before and after the Balkan — 1 TEACHING HOUR {(indicative time)

1. Film screening in the classroom (26’) or looking into the website in groups of 3 or 5
people (it can also be done at home as a team project).

2. Students fill in Handout B in groups (it can also be done at home) (8’)
3. (Classroom discussion. Comparing answers (15’)
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TEACHER MATERIAL

Information on the documentary “Silent Balkans”

The film is divided into six sections:

1)

The Ottoman Empire

Birth of the Nation-States

The visit of Sultan Mehmed V to Thessaloniki
The First Balkan War

The Second Balkan War

The Legacy of the Balkan Wars

Information on the archive material

Find below information related to the archive material presented in the documentary.

The archives are presented in order of appearance in the documentary.

Image Description Time

Place

Cinematographer/
Photographer
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